Siskiyou Field Institute
PO Box 207
Selma, OR 97538

ABOUT SFI
OUR MISSION
Increase the understanding of, and
connection to the Klamath-Siskiyou
ecoregion through education, scientific
research, and public engagement.

SPRING/SUMMER 2023

Course schedule inside!

SFI’s historic Deer Creek Center in the shadow of
Eight Dollar Mountain in Selma, OR.
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SPRING/SUMMER FIELD COURSES
JANUARY-JULY 2023
FIELD

INTRODUCTION TO KOREAN
NATURAL FARMING

Gain an introduction to the
system of farming/gardening
developed by Master HanKyu Cho of South Korea. This
system builds soil fertility
through the reintroduction and
revitalization of indigenous
microorganisms into the
soil. After a presentation in
the classroom, head outside for a hands-on
demonstration of the process used to collect
indigenous soil microorganisms from the
environment. With Jason Riessland.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking)

Date: Jan 14 | 12:30-3:30P
Tuition: $45
FIELD

RAPTORS & WATERFOWL
OF LOWER KLAMATH LAKE

Watch Golden Eagles in
courtship flight, Great Horned
Owls sleeping off the previous
night’s hunting activity, and
flocks of shorebirds on the
edges of vast Klamath Lake. The
mighty Klamath Basin teems
with bird life in early spring: we
hope to glimpse eagles, hawks,
owls, shorebirds and other migrants as they forage
and start to exhibit breeding behaviors. We’ll
focus on field identification and natural history
during car trip birding in the Lower Klamath Lake

(Raptors & Waterfowl continued)
area, the petroglyphs at Lava Beds and a possible
drive into the Butte Valley in search of raptors.
We will make frequent stops for field observation.
With Bud Widdowson.
(Easy: car travel with short stops)

Date: March 18 | 9A-3P+
Tuition: Free with refundable $20 deposit
Sponsored by Tule Lake National Wildlife Refuge

FIELD

UPPER TABLE ROCK:
CONFLUENCE OF GEOLOGY,
GEOMORPHOLOGY & ECOLOGY

Take a guided journey into
the relationship between the
processes of geomorphology,
geobotany and ecology. Seven
million years ago, a massive
outpouring of lava swept down
the ancestral canyon of the
Rogue River — leaving us today
with the 800-ft high mesa-buttes
of Table Rocks. The prairie habitat found atop
Table Rocks hosts grassy soil mounds and vernal
pools amid an expansive lava flat, and supports
diverse plant communities - including the dwarf
woolly meadowfoam, a narrow endemic species
found only atop Table Rocks. Explore a bounty of
wildflowers in their oak woodland habitat as you
amble up a well-beaten path onto the summit of
Upper Table Rock. With Larry Broeker.
(Advanced: 3-5 miles of hiking, climbing ~700 ft)

Date: April 1 | 9A-4:30P
Tuition: $70

MORE CLASSES INSIDE
FIELD

BACKPACKING &
OUTDOOR SKILLS 101

Learn the basics of when,
where, and how to backpack!
We’ll cover everything you need
to confidently head outside
with your house on your
back, including: preparation,
foundational outdoor skills,
gear choices, way-finding,
© Larry Basch
camp site selection and set
up, maximizing safety/dealing with emergencies,
and how to practice Leave-No-Trace. Gain a solid
introduction through a provided video primer,
then get hands-on instruction from an expert
backpacker during a weekend overnight at SFI,
where you can practice your skills on the ground.
With Larry Basch, PhD. Families/Kids encouraged!
Minors must be accompanied by an adult.
(Easy-Moderate: up to 1 mile of hiking per day,
with pack)

Date: April 15-16 | 9A Sat-3P+ Sun
Tuition: Single Adults $135
Families $20-135 / person
Thank you to our generous sponsor:

Café Mam
Organic, Fair Trade,
Shade-Grown Coffee.
Roasted in Oregon.
(541) 338-9585
www.cafemam.com

FIELD

BIRDS OF HUMBOLDT
COUNTY, CA

Humboldt County has an
incredible range of habitats
and an impressive diversity
of birds to go along with it.
April promises a combination
of residents, lingering winter
birds, and breeders just arrived
from the tropics. Join on an
intermediate-advanced birding
expedition, where Ken will point out visual and
auditory field marks and discuss the birds’ natural
history traits and habitat preferences. The class
will focus on coastal and near-coastal habitats
on the first day and inland/montane sites on the
second; over 150 species are likely. The pace will
be steady but leisurely, with some easy walking of
up to a mile at a stretch. With Ken Burton.
(Moderate: 1-3 miles of hiking per day)

Dates: April 22-23 | 8A-5P Sat, 8A-2P Sun
Tuition: $135
HYBRID

EXPLORING COASTAL ECOLOGY:
THE MOUTH OF THE COQUILLE

The confluence of the Coquille
River and the Pacific Ocean
is a fascinating area of multifaceted ecosystems, teeming
with a diversity of life that may
be easy to miss from afar, but
hold many stories to discover
once you take a closer look.
Explore the major habitats of this area firsthand from ocean beaches, to grassy dunes, to estuarine
wetlands, to tidepools and rocky shores. Along
the way you’ll learn about the natural systems at
play there, including the geology, botany, birds,
and other wildlife, plus some local human history.
With Marty Giles.
(Easy: car travel with short stops, up to 1 mile of
hiking per day)

Dates: May 2 | 6:30-8:30P (online)
May 6-7 | 8A-4P Sat, 8-11A Sun (field)
Tuition: $135 (full class)
$30 (online only
FIELD

WILDERNESS FIRST AID
WITH CPR CERTIFICATION

Prepare for the unexpected
with this engaging, hands-on
introduction to wilderness
medicine with CPR. If you like
to take short trips relatively
close to medical resources,
work at wilderness camps,
enjoy weekend family outdoor
activities, or recreate outdoors,
this course is for you. You’ll learn the Patient
Assessment System, how to provide effective first
aid treatments for injuries and illnesses common
in the outdoors, and how to make appropriate
evacuation decisions. Students who complete
the course will receive Wilderness First Aid and
CPR Certifications good for 2 years. Taught by
instructors from NOLS Wilderness Medicine.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking per day)

Dates: May 12-14 | 6P Fri-5P Sun
Tuition: $330

FIELD

SPRING MUSHROOMS OF THE
SOUTHERN CASCADES

Learn how to safely identify,
collect and then eat local
mushrooms! This course will
dive into spring-fruiting fungi discover key characteristics of
typical species and acquire skill
in differentiating the poisonous
and inedible from the edible
types, and enjoy expert field
guidance and identification from our instructor on
a trip to common fungi fruiting spots in forests of
the Southern Cascades. With Mike Potts.
(Moderately difficult: 1-3 miles of off-trail hiking)

Date: May 21 | 10A-3P
Tuition: $75
HYBRID

GEOLOGY OF THE EASTERN
KLAMATH MOUNTAINS

Dive into the geologic history
and origin of the Eastern
Klamath Mountains - one of
the eight major terranes of the
Klamaths. These terranes are
pieces of earth’s crust that failed
to sink beneath the continent,
and were instead accreted onto
its western coastline. Learn to
identify many common area rocks and what they
tell us about the geologic processes shaping the
region, and about unique features like the ancient
volcanic arc preserved in the Eastern Klamath, the
magmatic origins of local gold deposits, and how
stresses during the terrane’s accretion contribute
to landslides seen today. With Bill Hirt, PhD.

FIELD

BUTTERFLIES & DIURNAL
MOTHS OF THE
CASCADE-SISKIYOUS

Get a hands-on introduction
to the butterflies and diurnal
moths of the Siskiyous &
Southern Oregon Cascades.
We’ll begin day one in the
classroom - learning what
butterflies and moths do, where/
when to find them, and viewing
reference collection specimens
on display. We’ll then spend the afternoon in the
field with nets as we observe, catch and learn
more about the species we encounter. Days two
& three will take place entirely in the field, where
you’ll get plenty of hands-on practice netting and
identifying a diversity of local species.
With Dana Ross, M.S.
(Moderate: 1-3 miles of hiking per day and/or
climbs of up to 500 ft)

Dates: June 13-15 | 8:30A-5P
Tuition: $195

(Easy: car travel with up to 1 mile of flat hiking)

Dates: May 24 | 7-9P (online)
May 27 | 8A-5P (field)
Tuition: $105 (full class)
$35 (online only)
FIELD

AN IMMERSIVE
MARINE BIOLOGY EXPERIENCE

Explore marine biodiversity first
hand in the field, offshore on a
research vessel, and up close in the
lab at the Oregon Institute of Marine
Biology. You’ll see benthic and
planktonic organisms, pelagic and
shore birds, and marine mammals,
using scientific tools to get to know
them better. Also learn about ecological and
oceanographic processes influencing the behavior
and survival of marine species; and uses of marine
resources by communities, tribes, and wildlife.
With Larry Basch, PhD.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking per day; students will
need to be mobile on wet, slippery rocks, and
aboard a moving vessel at sea.)

Dates: June 2-4 | 6P Fri-3P Sun
Tuition: $275
FIELD

EARLY SUMMER MUSHROOMS
OF THE CASCADES

Learn how to safely identify,
collect and eat local
mushrooms! Discover key
characteristics of typical species
and gain skill in differentiating
poisonous and inedible from
edible types. In the field we’ll
identify fungi commonly found
in forests of the Southern
Cascades, searching out sites and species fruiting
in the early summer. With Mike Potts.
(Moderately difficult: 1-3 miles of off-trail hiking)

Date: June 10 | 10A-3P
Tuition: $75

FIELD

MEDICINAL PLANTS
OF EARLY SUMMER

Traverse some gorgeous terrain
in the east Applegate Valley
and hills of Jacksonville, while
getting to know many native
and naturalized medicinal
plants. This class is especially
for the frazzled and frayed
among us. We’ll focus in on
nervines and adaptogens,
herbs that nourish and support us in times of
stress and exhaustion. We’ll end the day making
a tincture of plants we saw in the field as well as a
sun tea from them, so you can try the plants out
yourself! With Lauren Kemple.

Date: June 18 | 10A-4P
Tuition: $80 (includes $10 materials fee)
HYBRID

BOTANICAL MARVELS
OF MOUNT EDDY

Be enchanted by Mt. Eddy’s
dazzling botanical treasures
while hiking to its summit
(at 9,037 feet, the highest
peak in the Klamaths). This
serpentine habitat is home to
an extraordinary number of
wildflowers - including some
found nowhere else in the
world, such as Mt. Eddy skypilot, and oddballs
like California pitcherplants - as well as beautiful,
subalpine lakes and meadows. Get to know the
area and its botanical inhabitants in a virtual
introduction prior to Saturday’s hike in the field.
With Dana York, M.S.
(Strenuous: ~12 miles of hiking with 2400’ of
elevation gain)

Dates: June 21 | 7-8P (online)
June 24 | 8A-5P (field)
Tuition: $120 (full class)
$20 (online only)

Register at: siskiyoufieldinstitute.org/adult-field-courses | SFI members get 10% off tuition!

