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SUMMER/FALL FIELD COURSES
JULY - DECEMBER 2022

FIELD

DRAGONFLIES AND
DAMSELFLIES OF THE
ILLINOIS VALLEY

Get up close and personal with
the odonates (dragonflies and
damselflies) that call the Illinois
Valley home. Morning sessions
will be in the classroom where
you’ll learn about their biology,
life cycle, behavior, diversity,
and identification. The focus will
be on adults, with more limited
discussion of aquatic nymphs.
Then take to the field for afternoon sessions at
local aquatic habitats. With Jim Johnson.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking per day)

Dates: July 2-3 | 8:30A-4:30P
Tuition: $135

HYBRID

SERPENTINE PLANT
TREASURES OF MT. EDDY

Be enchanted by Mt. Eddy’s
dazzling botanical treasures
while hiking to its summit
at 9,037 feet (the highest
peak in the Klamaths). This
serpentine habitat is home to
an extraordinary number of
wildflowers, including some
found nowhere else in the
world, as well as beautiful lakes and meadows.
The next morning, see rare plants (including one
only recently known to science!) roadside and via

(Plant Treasures of Mt. Eddy continued)
a small hike along the Pacific Crest Trail. Virtual
introduction prior to field days. Based at the
beautiful Flowing Waters Retreat at Mt. Shasta.
With Dana York, M.S.
(Strenuous: 12 mile hike with 2400’ elevation gain)

Dates: July 6 | 7-8P (online intro)
July 8-10 | 7P Fri-3P Sun (field)
Tuition: $300 (includes 2 nights lodging)
$20 (online only)
HYBRID

INTRODUCTION TO BEAR CAMP
BOTANICAL AREA

The Bear Camp Botanical Area,
located halfway between Galice
and Agness along Bear Camp
Road, is not “signed” on the
ground and rarely visited for
botany excursions. Visit many
of this site’s unusual plants and
learn the best routes to enjoy
the area, how a Botanical Area
gets designated, and a bit about botanist Veva
Stansell’s life - who conducted extensive plant
surveys in this area over many years, and left a
legacy of sharing botanical joy with everyone.
With Albert Collinet & Lee Webb, M.S.
(Advanced: 3-5 miles of hiking and/or climbs of up
to 1,000 ft)

Dates: July 15 | 6:30-8P (online)
July 16 | 8A-5P (field)
Tuition: $75 (full class)
$20 (online only)

MORE CLASSES INSIDE
FIELD

PLUTON’S FINGERS:
DIKES AND SISKIYOU GEOLOGY

What’s to like are dikes! Dikes
are flattish bodies of rock
that have cut through other
rocks. They are vast molten
blobs whose low density
keeps us above sea level; their
magmatic fluids contributed
to the formation of the earliest
life, yet also helped kill most
life billions of years later. Join us on serpentine
road cuts and on the trail to Bigelow Lakes to see
subalpine wildflowers, geobotany, and lava flows
that have burst apart, remelted, and then been
polished by a now vanished glacier.
With John Roth, M.S.
(Moderately difficult: 2-3 miles of hiking and/or
climbs of up to 500 ft)

Date: Aug 14 | 9A-5:30P
Tuition: $70

Thank you to our generous sponsor:

FIELD

BACKPACKING, OUTDOOR &
LEAVE-NO-TRACE SKILLS

Learn the basics of when, where,
and how to backpack in this
family-friendly course. We’ll
cover preparation, gear choices,
way-finding, setting up camp,
Leave No Trace principles,
maximizing safety, and dealing
with emergencies. Gain a solid
© Larry Basch
introduction during a day
in the classroom, then continue learning and
practicing your skills on the ground during a short
backpacking overnight the following weekend.
With Larry Basch, PhD.
*Families/Kids 12+ encouraged! Younger may be
approved based on experience. Minors must be
accompanied by a parent. Limited gear available
for loan.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking per day, with pack)

Dates: Aug 13 | 9A-5P
Aug 20-21 | Overnight 9A Sat-3P Sun
Tuition:
Single Adults: $215/person
Familes: Sliding scale $75-215/person
FIELD

LEARN TO LOVE THOSE
LATIN NAMES

This interactive course will help
you take your plant collection to
the next level. Not only will we
learn to correctly use scientific
nomenclature to identify plants,
but we’ll also generate pressed
plant specimens with herbarium
labels. Along the way we’ll
discuss how theories of evolution, phylogenetics,
the naming of plants, and the identification of
plants intersect and affect each other. Based on
the instructor’s new book Learn to Love Those
Latin Names. With Ann Willyard, PhD.

HYBRID

GEOLOGY OF THE
MT. SHASTA REGION

Mt. Shasta is one of the largest
of the High Cascade stratovolcanoes with an eruptive
history spanning 700,000 years,
and its potential for future
eruptive and debris flow events
remains high. Get to know
the tectonic setting, eruptive
history, and potential hazards of
Mt. Shasta, and explore the ancient serpentinite
basement rocks that may influence the chemistry
of its lavas. Virtual introduction followed by a
field tour to many sites of geological interest
surrounding Mt. Shasta. With Bill Hirt, PhD.
(Easy: ~150 miles car travel with short hikes)

Dates: Sept 15 | 7-9P (online)
Sept 17 | 8A-5P (field)
Tuition: $105 (full class)
$35 (online only)
FIELD

INTRODUCTION TO KOREAN
NATURAL FARMING

Gain an introduction to the
system of farming/gardening
developed by Master HanKyu Cho of South Korea. This
system builds soil fertility
through the reintroduction and
revitalization of indigenous
microorganisms into the
soil, as well as the use of
inexpensive, self-made liquid fertilizers. After a
presentation in the classroom, head outside for a
hands-on demonstration of the process used to
collect indigenous soil microorganisms from the
environment. With Jason Riessland.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking)

Date: Sept 24 | 12:30-3:30P
Tuition: $45

(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking per day)

Dates: Sept 3-4 | 9A-5P
Tuition: $135
FIELD

AN IMMERSIVE MARINE
BIOLOGY EXPERIENCE

Explore marine biodiversity
up close in the field, offshore
via research vessel, and in
the laboratory. We’ll see
benthic and planktonic marine
organisms, pelagic and shore
birds, and marine mammals,
employing scientific tools to
get to know them better. We’ll
also learn about ecological and oceanographic
processes influencing the diversity, form,
function, interactions, and survival of marine
species. Uses of marine resources by local
communities, coastal tribes, and wildlife will also
be discussed. With Larry Basch, PhD.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking per day; students will
need to be mobile on wet, slippery rocks, and
aboard a moving vessel at sea)

Dates: Sept 9-11 | 6P Fri-3P Sun
Tuition: $275

FIELD

MAKE BOTANICAL INK!

Write, sketch, and paint with
tools crafted from nature!
Smoosh and simmer locally
harvested plant parts into
exquisite colors - including
gorgeous black ink from oak
galls and rich brown ink from
black walnut hulls. You’ll also
get to play with many other
colors of handcrafted inks. Finally, experiment
with various tools for applying your inks, including
handmade twig and feather dip pens. Go home
with handouts, three colors of ink, and a pen of
your own making. With Lauren Kemple.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking)

Dates: Oct 1 | 10A-2P
Tuition: $60 (includes $5 materials fee)
FIELD

MEET THE TREES IN AUTUMN

Can you tell a fir from a pine?
An ash from a maple? Tree
blindness is a common malady,
but this course will cure you!
Riverside Park is known for an
abundance of fall color, and
seeds, nuts and fruit offer new
clues for identification at the
end of the growing season. Learn to use all your
senses to identify trees by their bark, leaves, fruits
and seeds plus interesting stories about their
history and uses. With Rachel Winters.

FIELD

FALL FORAY: MUSHROOMS
OF THE CASCADES

Learn how to safely identify,
collect and then eat local
mushrooms! Discover key
characteristics of typical
species and acquire skill in
differentiating the poisonous
and inedible from the edible
types. We’ll take to the field to
identify fungi commonly found
in forests of the Southern Cascades, and discuss
cooking techniques and recipes. With Mike Potts.
(Moderately difficult: 1-3 miles of off-trail hiking
and/or climbs of up to 500 ft)

Date: Oct 23 | 10A-3P
Tuition: $75

FIELD

FALL FORAGING:
NUTS AND ROOTS

The bounty of nature doesn’t
end with summer! Explore the
many useful roots, berries,
bark, and nuts all around you
during fall in the Illinois Valley.
Learn basic botany principles
and plant identification skills,
and get to know medicinal,
edible and otherwise usable
plants in the field. Finally, we’ll ethically harvest
ingredients to make a warm drink, bay nut
“chocolates”, and an acorn treat.
With Lauren Kemple.
(Easy: up to 1 mile of hiking)

Date: Oct 29 | 10A-3P
Tuition: $80 (includes $10 materials fee)

ONLINE

BOTANICAL DRAWING:
FALL FOLIAGE AND SEED PODS

Fall is the season of warm and
vibrant colors on leaves and
time to spot complex forms
of seed pods. In this online
workshop we’ll capture the
changing colors of the season,
including various patterns of
fall foliage as well as interesting
forms of fall fruit and seed
pods. We will work with colored pencils and focus
on blending and layering as well as depicting
form. Although drawing in realistic form will be
the focus, individual styles will be encouraged and
celebrated. With Dorota Haber-Lehigh, M.A.

Dates: Tuesdays in October
Oct 4, 11, 18 & 25 | 6-8P
Tuition: $115 (full 4-week series)

FIELD

FALL FORAY: MUSHROOMS
OF THE SISKIYOUS

Learn how to safely identify,
collect and then eat local
mushrooms! Discover key
characteristics of typical
species and acquire skill in
differentiating the poisonous
and inedible from the edible
types. We’ll take to the field to
identify fungi commonly found
in forests of the Siskiyou Mountains, and discuss
cooking techniques and recipes. With Mike Potts.

(Easy: easy-going walking with frequent stops)

(Moderately difficult: 1-3 miles of off-trail hiking
and/or climbs of up to 500 ft)

Date: Oct 16 | 12:30-3:30P
Tuition: $35

Date: Nov 13 | 10A-3P
Tuition: $75

Register at: siskiyoufieldinstitute.org/adult-field-courses | SFI members get 10% off tuition!

