Siskiyou Field Institute
PO Box 207
Selma, OR 97538

OUR MISSION
Increase the understanding of, and
connection to the Klamath-Siskiyou
ecoregion through education, scientific
research, and public engagement.

SUMMER/FALL 2021

Siskiyou Field Institute specializes in
immersive education, with adult field
courses, youth outdoor school, lodging,
and other services and events.

Address label

Course schedule inside!

Visit siskiyoufieldinstitute.org to
learn more!

SFI’s historic Deer Creek Center, Selma, Oregon,
in the shadow of Eight Dollar Mountain.
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WELCOME TO OUR 2021 SEASON
Welcome to Siskiyou Field Institute’s
2021 season!
We’re trying some new things this year, and
planning to re-emerge from the pandemic
renewed and fresh,
like a pyrophilic plant
sprout after a fire.
For starters, we’ve
redesigned our old
course catalog into a
new Course Brochure.
This streamlined
brochure will be
updated seasonally, keeping our students
informed of SFI’s upcoming classes twice
per year. Inside this edition of the brochure,
you’ll find an easy-to-use reference for all
classes available in July-November. We
hope you enjoy this new format, meant
to be less time consuming & costly, more
environmentally friendly, and more
dynamic!

For the latter half of 2021, we are continuing
to offer a mix of field-based, online, and
hybrid courses. Class sizes and use of our
on-site classroom may change contingent
upon current state guidelines, but we are
still going full steam ahead holding classes
and activities here at SFI and around the
Klamath-Siskiyou region. For everyone’s
safety, we do require all field course
participants to wear a mask at times when
they cannot socially distance from others.
Interested in taking one of our paid courses
without paying tuition? We would love you
to be a volunteer host! Receive free class
attendance in exchange for hosting an
agreed upon number of courses. Contact
us at adventure@thesfi.org for more
information, or visit siskiyoufieldinstitute.
org/volunteers. Scholarship funding may
also be available.
Stay safe, and remember to get outside!

Visit us at
SISKIYOUFIELDINSTITUTE.ORG
adventure@thesfi.org

ABOUT SFI

541-597-8530

SiskiyouFieldInstitute

Thank you to our generous sponsor CAFÉ MAM for supporting this brochure!

MAIL: Siskiyou Field Institute
P.O. Box 207
Selma, OR 97538
VISIT: 1241 Illinois River Rd.
Selma, OR

FREE PROGRAMS
CAMPFIRE WITH THE CAVES
is back for 2021!
Thanks to the popularity of last year’s
‘Campfire with the Caves’ program, we’re
continuing this free series with new speakers
this summer and fall. Check SFI’s website or
Facebook page for future topics and dates.

UPCOMING PROGRAMS
GEOLOGY OF THE K-S
Thu. July 15, 6:30-8 PM

Join Scientist-in-the-Park
Javaria Aziz around our fire
circle, as we learn about the
unique and diverse geology
of the Klamath-Siskiyou
region.

PERSEID METEOR
SHOWER
Thu. August 12, 9:30 PM12 AM

Join a National Parks ranger
as they show us the beauty
of the night sky during the
Perseid meteor shower!
Arrive on time to allow your eyes time to
adjust for best viewing. Blanket or camp
chair suggested.

SFI 1241 Illinois River Road, Selma OR

A big thank you to Oregon Caves
National Monument for partnering
with us to bring you this program!

SUMMER/FALL 2021
July-November

SFI members get 10% off tuition!

Register: siskiyoufieldinstitute.org/adult-field-courses

ONLINE/
FIELD

A COASTAL GEOLOGY TOUR

Go coastal from Crescent
City to north of Brookings
to find out when or if the
Siskiyous stopped growing,
and why the land is uplifting
and moving north. Find
pillow basalts, debris flows,
kinky folds, clastic dikes,
and dirty sandstones in
unmorphed mint condition.
With John Roth, M.S.
(Easy: car travel with short stops)

Dates: July 16, 6 - 7 PM (online)
July 17, 9 AM - 5:30 PM (field)
Tuition: $80

FIELD

MEET THE TREES

Can you tell a fir from a
pine? An ash from a maple?
Tree blindness is a common
malady, but this course will
cure you! Visit numerous
examples of native Oregon
trees, including some very
old and large conifers, at
Riverside Park in Grants
PC: Cheryl McCoy
Pass. Learn how to use all of
your senses to identify trees by their bark, leaves,
flowers and seeds, plus interesting stories about
their history and uses. With Rachel Winters.
(Easy: less than 1 mile with frequent stops; some
walking on uneven ground)

Date: Oct. 10, 12:30 - 3:30 PM
MONTANE CONIFERS: ID,
MEASUREMENTS, AND
RESPONSES TO CLIMATE

Gain a deeper understanding
of our regional forests and
how to better steward
them. Through classroom
demonstrations and
exploration in the field, this
course will cover common
conifer ID, forest health
and fire vulnerability, and
PC: Sophia Lemmo
common forest pests. We will
also explore how topography, geography, and
climate influence tree distributions and how they
respond to drought, and how scientists examine
these responses by studying stand density, treering growth, and tree mortality and regeneration.
With Drs. Lucy Kerhoulas & Rosemary Sherriff.
(Moderately difficult: 2-3 miles of hiking and/or
climbs of up to 500 ft)

Date: Sept. 11, 9 AM - 4:30 PM
Tuition: $70

ONLINE/
FIELD

FIELD

BEST OF PET ROCK SHOW

Learn to identify your own
mystery rocks through
simple ID methods with the
help of a geologist. Common
valley rocks will also be
showcased as well as ones
so rare rockhounds closely
guard their whereabouts.
Then take to the field to
see rocks in context: chilled
dikes, pegmatites, and pillow basalt turbidites.
Introduced with an online presentation on the
rocks of the Illinois Valley. With John Roth, M.S.
(Easy: car travel with short stops)

Dates: Sept. 17, 6 - 7 PM (online)
Sept. 18, 9 AM - 4:30 PM (field)
Tuition: $80

Tuition: $35

FIELD

FALL FORAY:
MUSHROOMS OF THE
CASCADES

Learn how to safely identify,
collect and then eat local
mushrooms! Discover key
characteristics of typical
species and acquire skill in
differentiating the poisonous
and inedible from the edible
types. We’ll also discuss
PC: Mike Potts
cooking techniques and
share recipes. Then take to
the field and identify fungi commonly found in
local forests. With Mike Potts.
(Moderately difficult: 1-3 miles of off-trail hiking
and/or climbs of up to 500 ft)

Date: Oct. 17, 10 AM - 3 PM
Tuition: $75

FIELD

FALL FORAGING:
NUTS & ROOTS

The bounty of nature doesn’t
end with summer! Join us
to learn about harvesting
many of the useful roots,
berries, bark, and nuts that
can be found in the fall
months. Spend time in the
field identifying, learning the
benefits of, and collecting
local flora. Then get handson practice preparing your own medicinal
tincture, as well as some warm fall treats and
teas. Ages 12+ welcome. With Erin McKinsey
and Lauren Kemple.
(Easy: car travel with up to 1 mile of hiking)

FALL FORAY:
MUSHROOMS OF THE
SISKIYOUS

FIELD

Learn how to safely identify,
collect and then eat local
mushrooms! Discover key
characteristics of typical
species and acquire skill in
differentiating the poisonous
and inedible from the edible
types. We’ll take to the field
PC: Mike Potts
and identify fungi commonly
found in forests of the Illinois
Valley, as well as discuss cooking techniques and
share recipes. With Mike Potts.
(Moderately difficult: 1-3 miles of off-trail hiking
and/or climbs of up to 500 ft)

Date: Nov. 14, 10 AM - 3 PM
Tuition: $75

SALMON VIEWING
& BIOLOGY

FIELD

Learn about the Pacific
salmon’s tumultuous
journey from Siskiyou rivers
to the ocean, and back
again. Identify and learn the
life cycles of local salmonid
species - including fall and
spring Chinook salmon,
PC: Christine Lazina
coho salmon, winter
and summer steelhead,
and cutthroat trout. In the field, study salmon
spawning behavior from the water’s edge. With
Rich Nawa.
(Moderately difficult: 1-3 miles of hiking and/or
climbs of up to 500 ft)

Date: Nov. 13, 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Tuition: $70

FIELD

EXPLORING THE HIDDEN
WORLD OF TRUFFLES

Truffles are highly evolved
mushrooms that have
adapted for survival by “going
underground,” where they
often go unnoticed. In a series
of labs, lectures, and field
trips, you’ll learn where to look
for truffles, how to identify
PC: Scot Loring
them by sight, smell and under
the microscope, as well as
their important ecological roles in mycorrhizal
networks. Nearly 400 different types of truffles
are known to exist in Oregon, and many species
are found in the diverse Siskiyou bioregion. Ages
16+ welcome. With Scot Loring, M.S.
(Easy-moderate: car travel with up to 2 miles of
hiking per day)

Date: Oct. 23, 10 AM - 3:15 PM

Dates: Nov. 20-21, 9 AM - 5 PM

Tuition: $70 (includes $15 materials fee)

Tuition: $165

